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2 June 1953 


MEMORANDUM FOR: CHIEF, WAR PLANS DIVISION 


SUBJECT: (Top Secret) The Possible Employment of Atomic Weapons in 
Connection with Korea 


1. I have received a very good suggestion from General Samford 
on the air objectives to be used in this plan. After his suggestion 
and one or two of mine, we agreed on the following statement of air 
objectives: 


a. Destroy or neutralize the Communist threat to UN resources 
applied to the Korean effort. 


b. Destroy or neutralize the Communist threat to UN air 
penetration of Manchuria and China. 


c. Destroy ground forces strengths which are exposed in 
ground force concentrations in Korea. 


d. Destroy or neutralize the Communist logistic and military | 
strengths exposed in the industrial facilities, transportation 
facilities, stockpiles, military and governmental control centers, and 
military installations of Manchuria, Chine and Korea. 


2. I believe that the assumptions which you have listed in 
paragraph 3a of the Summary Sheet, as amended above, should be set 
forth in paragraph 4 of the memorandum to be signed by DCS/Operations. 


3. In order that there may be no misunderstanding, paragraph 3g 
of the memorandum to be signed by DCS/O should be reworded as follows: 


"ge, Targets in the USSR leased territory of the Kwantung 
Peninsula will be listed and analyzed as to the effect on the 
plan whether they are excluded or included." 


4. Please revise. the paper according.to the above. 
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sist of, statis 
a: JUN 1953 


(op Seeret) The Possible Employment of Atomic Weapons in Connection with Korea 


1, On 20 May 1953, the Joint Chiofs of Start 


(80) on the military course of action in connestion with the situation in Korea which they 
regomend for jmp anenta tion should curren’ trues negotiations break down and it is ees 


briefed the National Seeurity Council 


to extend the war in an effort to pain a military deeiston (Inci 2), 


ay «At the sreaeat ‘time 4% ta not knew whet action the Joint Staff wis take concem- 


ing Joint plenning to implement the reecomaendod course of action should it he ordered, 


hovever, in any event 16 is deenad desirable to develop an ope 


rational vlan with siomia 





target annex for the exployment of atewieally ecaneble forges in Worth China and tenchoria 
which esuld bo imelenemted in cormmection with either combined action or untieteraily. 


2, The inelosed semorandun (Inel 1) would rleace primary responalbiiity on the 


Director of Operations for the development of such 


Intelligence for development of the target amnex as a matter of priority, The memorandum 

hac beon intentionally franed in general. terns for scawrlty redsons. The the tate 

tions heve been agread to by eee of the offices eoneernad and tae | 
Bie: 


- Plane 


a Assuriptiens 


(1) The course of action waieh the plan will support is: 


a clan and upon the Bireetor af. 


To extend ani 


intensify military sebion against the enemy, to inelede air and neval 


operations direetly against China and ranchuriea, a enordinated of fenaive 
to seize a vosition goneraily at the walet of Korea and be prepared for 


further onerationa as required,” 
(2) The basle chJectives are to: | 


{a) Testroy affective Gommmist 


military power in Keres, 


(b) Reduce the eneny's capability 3 for further seareanton in Korea and 


the Fer Fast. 


(es) Inerease the poset btitty of eneny aecentanee of an ardebice on 


Ug all ty terme. 


(a) Create conditions favorable for NOK forces to assume Anerer using 
respoeibility for onerations In dorea, 
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SECURITY INFORMATION 


Summeeey Sheets Subjonk (fen Secret) The Possible Hapleynent of Atomle Weapons is 
Conneg tion with Bere, 


(3) Ade objogtives are tot 


{a} Degtrey on newtralline the Commish threst to TM reseurces 
applied to the Korean offort. 


(bo) Destroy or nextrelise the Cemunist throat te UN air penebraw 
tion of Moncluria onl Chinas 


(a) Testroy gromd forees strengths whieh are exposed an | Geen 
foros concentyrations tn Komen. 


(d} Desteoy or weutraliae the Comunlat rogintie and militery 
strengths exposed in the industrial freliities, transporte 
tao faeliities, stogkptiies, miidtery and governmental. 
contyel, cahers, and ae inataliations of Menchords , 
Chine and: Horea,y 


4. The semerandem would further requbre the eae ested plon to be forunrded to 
DOS /Oseretions. It is suggested thet the plan then be subaitted to the 6/5, UGAY for 
approval » 





RECOMMENTAI Troy 
§, That yeni slg the meworeniua for the Direstor of Qperabiens and Divastber of 
Intelligence (Incl 1). : 
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